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Gretchen Kinnell is the Senior Professional Development Specialist at Child Care Solutions in Syracuse, New York.  In her 22 years there she has logged thousands of hours training child care staff and providers.  She has also developed and offered many train-the trainer sessions.  She has written training curricula and articles on many child care topics. She develops and implements innovative programs that combine classroom training and on-site technical assistance to help child care programs and providers improve their skills and the quality of the care they offer children and families.  She also develops early childhood professional development programs for the greater Syracuse area to help child care providers and staff go to college and advance in their careers.

In her work at Child Care Solutions, she has also written two books, No Biting: Policy and Practice for Toddler Programs (published by Redleaf Press, Spring 2002. 2nd edition published in Spring 2008) and Good Going: Successful Potty Training for Children in Child Care (published by Redleaf in Spring 2004.)  She also adapted information from No Biting for a 12-page booklet for programs to share with parents.  It is called “Why Children Bite:  A Family Companion to No Biting”  and was published by Redleaf Press in 2009.
Articles based on her work and interviews have appeared in Parent Magazine, February 2005 and The National Head Start Magazine, Spring 2004.

She presents parenting seminars and has written for several local parenting publications.
She worked with Syracuse University to help develop a comprehensive early literacy project for Rochester, New York.  She also designed the comprehensive early literacy project for child care programs offered by Child Care Solutions in Syracuse as part of the Central New York Community Foundation’s Read Ahead Initiative.
She is an instructor in child development, curriculum, infant toddler issues and behavior guidance for Onondaga Community College.  She has recently developed and now teaches on-line courses for the college in infant toddler care.  
Gretchen is known as a presenter who is both energetic and down-to-earth.  She focuses on putting knowledge and research into practice.  Her workshops and seminars always feature a thoughtful look at the topic and practical techniques/strategies that participants can take back and use in their work with children and families.

She has a bachelor’s degree in Special Education from the University of Wisconsin at Whitewater.  Since then she has taken many graduate courses in a wide range of topics – curriculum design, computer programming, reading education, on-line instructing.  She began her professional career as a special education teacher in Washington, D. C. public schools.  She has also taught 3 year olds and has been an adult education instructor for 30 years.

